that it heightens all its delights to a degree scarce imagin-
able by those who have never been susceptible of any
other emotions than what have proceeded from appetite
alone.
In return to all these concessions, I desire of the philo-
sophers to grant, that there is in some (I believe in many)
human breasts a kind and benevolent disposition, which is
gratified by contributing to the happiness of others. That
in this gratification alone, as in friendship, in parental and
filial, affection, as indeed in general philanthropy, there is
a great and exquisite delight. That if we will not call such
disposition love, we have no name for it. That though the
pleasures arising from such pure love may be heightened
and sweetened by the assistance of amorous desires, yet
the former can subsist alone, nor are they destroyed by the
intervention of the latter. Lastly, that esteem and grati-
tude are the proper motives of love, as youth and beauty
are to desire, and, therefore, though such desire may
naturally cease, when age or sickness overtakes its object;
yet these can have no effect on love, nor ever shake or
remove, from a good mind, that sensation or passion
which hath gratitude and esteem for its basis. . . .
Examine your heart, my good reader, and resolve
whether you do believe these matters with me. If you do,
you may now proceed to their exemplification in the
following pages : if you do not, you have, I assure you,
already read more than you have understood; and it
would be wiser to pursue your business, or your pleasures
(such as they are), than to throw away any more of your
time in reading what you can neither taste nor compre-
hend. To treat of the effects of love to you, must be as
absurd as to discourse on colours to a man born blind;
since possibly your idea of love may be as absurd as that
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